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Lack of access to cooking solutions impacts crisis -

affected populations in many serious waysé 

- Firewood and charcoal 

sales are often the only 

source of income for 

refugees and IDPs.

- Environmental 

degradation caused by 

fuel collection can 

seriously hamper 

livelihood opportunities 

for both agricultural and 

pastoralist communities. 

- Harvesting of firewood for 

cooking fuel contributes to 

deforestation, soil erosion, 

and loss of agricultural 

and grazing 

environments. 

- Deforestation and erosion 

of land increases the risk 

of natural disasters. It also 

degrades arable land, 

reducing yields.

- Environmental impacts 

exacerbate tensions 

between humanitarian 

populations and host 

communities. 

Unsustainable 

Livelihoods 

Environmental 

Degradation 
- Displaced women walk 

for hours to find firewood 

and carry very heavy 

loads back to camp 

leading to risks of 

dehydration, physical 

injury, and attack. 

- When they leave the 

relatively safety of the 

camp, they face an 

increased vulnerability to 

the risk of gender-based 

violence, such as rape. 

Protection
- Open cooking fires can 

increase burns and 

devastating fires, which can 

spread quickly and cause 

widespread damage in the 

camps. 

- Boiling water insufficiently to 

save fuel can lead to 

consumption of contaminated 

water.

- Scarcity of cooking fuel may 

force households to switch to 

lower quality food, eat fewer 

meals, undercook food, or 

trade food rations for fuel.

- Exposure to household air 

pollution kills 4 million people 

every year. 

Health
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and intersects with every area in humanitarian 

response 

As a cross-sectoral issue within the UN Cluster System, SAFE 

impacts:

ÅProtection

ÅFood security & 
nutrition

ÅHealth

ÅShelter

ÅCamp 
management

ÅEducation

ÅLivelihoods

ÅEnvironment
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What is SAFE?

Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) is the 
humanitarian communityõs response to addressing 
the basic energy needs of displaced people in 
order to reduce the negative impacts.  

SAFE is a cross-sectoral issue that ensures access to 
fuel and energy for cooking, heating, lighting, and 
powering for crisis -affected populations. 

Crisis-affected populations include refugees, 
internally displaced people (IDPs), host 
communities, communities affected by natural 
disaster, and others suffering from the effects of war 
and conflict.
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State of the SAFE Sector in Humanitarian 

Response
Å Access to fuel -efficient stoves , cooking fuel, and lighting 

is a minimum standard in humanitarian response and has 
been since 2000 (Sphere Project).

Å However, while stoves, fuel and lighting are all 
recognized as life saving non -food items, this minimum 
standard is rarely met. 

Å Changes in the humanitarian system are critical in order 
to meet this standard. The SAFE sector does not yet have 
its own cluster or formal designation, is not included in 
humanitarian funding mechanisms, and is not 
mainstreamed into humanitarian activities on the 
ground.
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SAFE Steering Committee 

As with other humanitarian sectors like water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), activities within 
the SAFE sector are coordinated by a 
consortium of humanitarian organizations. 

The consortium of organizations that coordinate 
SAFE activities is called the SAFE Steering 
Committee . Current members include the 
Alliance, UNHCR, WFP, FAO, UNICEF, Womenõs 
Refugee Commission, International Lifeline Fund, 
Mercy Corps, and ProAct . 


